
FADE IN

EXT. GIRLS DORM - NIGHT

We see from across the street the outside of the girl’s

dormitory. A car pulls up to the curb from off screen, stops

for several seconds, before a woman exits through the

passenger door. POLLY stands on the sidewalk, watching the

car unsuspectingly as the wheels burns rubber entering

traffic.

EXT/INT. CAR - NIGHT

We recognize the same car from before, now cutting through

traffic much faster than the surrounding cars. It’s late.

From inside we can see TOM, frusturated, rushing to reach

his destination. He cycles through the radio, mostly

commercials and Spanish speaking stations.

The car pulls into a parking garage next to an older looking

apartment complex.

INT. HALLWAY - NIGHT

We see Tom pulling his tie loose as he approaches the door

to his apartment keys in hand. He is the only one in the

hallway, and fiddles with the door handle for a moment

before it opens.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

Tom enters his apartment. He turns on the lights to reveal a

large studio apartment arranged in a manner similar to that

of a dorm room. His roommate, PETEY lay in his bed, and is

awoken by the bustle. He is wrapped in a voluptuous raccoon

coat.

PETEY

(half asleep)

Hey man- how’d it go?

TOM

It went alright

PETEY

Just alright?

Tom makes his way offscreen towards the kitchenette. We hear

the fridge open, a few bottles clink around.

TOM (O.S.)

Just alright...

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

Tom comes back from the kitchen with a beer in hand and

plops on the couch.

TOM

...but I decided to try again

tomorrow. I’m taking her back to

the Knoll for the day, just to

talk.

PETEY

Ahh, well good luck with that

buddy.

Petey rolls over and adjusts the position of the coat

PETEY

All the while this one has been

treating me just fine.

TOM

Ha-ha.

Tom chugs the rest of his beer. We see an abrupt montage of

him getting ready for bed and his head hitting the pillow.

EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT/DAY

From outside the complex we see a time change from late in

the night to the early afternoon.

Tom exits his apartment building and heads for his car.

INT. CAR - DAY

Tom and Polly are now together in the car. Tom is driving,

Polly gazing out the window, and nothing is being said. He

looks over to Polly and she does not exchange the glance.

She is distracted by the many passing objects on the street.

EXT. PARK (OAK) - DAY

The couple is now at the Knoll, a local park visited by many

young students such as themselves. They are seated beneath a

beautifully large oak tree, Polly on the grass and Tom on a

stump, looking down at her. She is listening intently.

TOM

Our first fallacy today, is called

Ad Misericordiam.

Polly claps quietly in excitement.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

TOM

Now listen closely- a man applies

for a job. When the boss asks him

what his qualifications are, he

replies that he has a wife and six

children at home. The wife is a

helpless cripple and the children

have no food to eat, no clothes to

wear, no shoes on their feet and no

beds in their home.

Polly begins to cry. A few tears turns to a light sob

POLLY

This is just awful! Awful, awful

awful!

TOM

(agreeing without sympathy)

Yes, it’s awful- but it’s no

argument! The man never answered

the boss’s question about his

qualifications. Instead he appealed

to the boss’s sympathy. He

committed the fallacy of Ad

Misericordiam. Do you understand?

Polly is only spreading her tears and makeup across her face

as she tries to wipe them away with the back of her hand.

POLLY

(still crying)

Have you got a handkerchief?

Tom, flustered upon realizing Polly ignored the second half

of his explanation, pulls a handkerchief from his pocket. He

stares at her, almost in shock as she dries her face.

She reaches to hand Tom the handkerchief when she

remembers...

POLLY

I nearly forgot!

She reaches into her purse.

POLLY

I brought us some sandwiches!

Tom holds his stare.



4.

EXT. PARK (PATHWAY) - DAY

Now walking on a pathway beneath a canopy of trees, both

Polly and Tom are a few bites into their sandwiches. Tom

continues to eat throughout his next explanation.

TOM

(chewing)

Next- we will discuss False

Analogy. Here is an example-

students should be allowed to look

at their textbooks during

examinations.

He takes another bite.

TOM

After all- surgeons have X-rays to

guide them during an operation.

Lawyers have briefs to guide them

during a trial. Why then, shouldn’t

students be allowed to look at

their textbooks during an

examination?

Polly has stopped eating her sandwich and is looking at Tom

with wide eyes.

POLLY

That there is the most marvy idea

I’ve heard in years.

TOM

(slightly irritated)

Polly, no. The argument is all

wrong. Doctors and lawyers aren’t

taking tests to see how much they

have learned. Students are. Their

situations are altogether

different, therefore you can’t make

an analogy between them.

POLLY

(smugly)

Well I still think its a good idea.

Tom raises his hand to his face. They continue walking.



5.

EXT. PARK (LAKESIDE) - DAY

The two now stand along a rope fence on the edge of a lake

in the park. They both tear chunks off the remainder of

their sandwiches to throw to the ducks that begin to swarm

to them.

TOM

Next we will try Hypothesis

Contrary to Fact.

POLLY

Sounds yummy.

TOM

What? No- listen. If Madame Curie

had not happened to leave a

photographic plate in a drawer with

a chunk of pitchblende, the world

today would not know about radium.

Polly pulls off one piece of sandwich for the ducks then

another for herself.

POLLY

True, true. Hey, did you see the

movie? Oh it really just knocked me

out. That Walter Pidgeon is so

dreamy, I mean he fractures me.

TOM

(coldly)

If you could forget about Mr.

Pidgeon for a moment, I would like

to point out that the statement is

a fallacy. Maybe Madame Curie would

have discovered radium at a later

date, or it could have been

somebody else entirely. The point

is, you can’t draw any supportable

conclusions from an initial

hypothesis that isn’t true.

POLLY

They ought to put Walter Pidgeon in

more pictures- I hardly ever see

him anymore.

Tom throws the remainder of his sandwich, all in one piece,

into the lake to the ducks.



6.

EXT. PARK (PARKING LOT) - DAY

The couple is now walking back to the car. When they arrive

they both lean against the hood and look back out at the

park.

TOM

The last fallacy is known as

Poisoning the Well.

POLLY

How cute!

TOM

Two men are having a debate. The

first one gets up and says, ’My

opponent is a notorious liar. You

can’t believe a word he’s going to

say.’

(beat)

Now Polly, think hard about this

one. What is wrong with this

situation?

Polly sits in thought for a few moment. Deep thought, before

her face expresses some sort of recognition.

POLLY

It’s not fair. Not a bit fair- what

chance has the second man got if

the first man calls him a liar

before he even starts talking?

Tom is surprised.

TOM

Right! One hundrend percent right!

It isn’t fair at all, the other man

has poisoned the well before

anybody could drink from it- Polly,

I am proud of you.

POLLY

(blushing)

Pshaws...

He gives Polly a hug and opens the door for her to get in

the car.



7.

INT. CAR - DAY

Both Tom and Polly get in the car and make themselves

comfortable. Tom is loosening up and showing signs of

finally being content.

TOM

You see my dear, these things

aren’t so hard. All you have to do

is concentrate. Think--

examine--evaluate. Let’s review

everything we have learned.

POLLY

(less than enthusiastic)

Fire away.

FADE OUT

END


